38           HUMANITY MADE TO ORDER

absorbed in the contemplation of his own greatness,
Stalin quietly managed to establish himself as the
head of the Communist Party by getting himself
elected as its general secretary, a position which
enabled him to place his henchmen in all strategic
points, and this shrewd political maneuver enabled
him to become dictator of the U.S.S.R. after Lenin's
illness and death.

The Bolsheviks, in building their communistic
state, encountered insurmountable obstacles, not
only in the remaining capitalist element in the
country, but also in the peasantry, which comprised
85 per cent of the entire population. Just after the
October Revolution, Lenin, in order to obtain the
support of the peasantry, came out with his famous
slogan, "Land and Peace," confiscated all land
from the nobility, and divided it among the peas-
ants. The peasants "came into the land," but they
soon found out that they were not in ultimate con-
trol of the land or even of its products. The
industrial machine, broken down by civil strife,
Allied intervention, and other causes, was unable
to supply badly needed manufactured articles to
the rural population, whose farm products were
being confiscated by a government which failed to
give them anything in return. In answer the peas-